
HESIOD
(C. 750 BC - C. 650 BC)

HOMER
ILIAD AND ODYSSEY

(C. 730 BC)

PINDAR
(C. 522 BC - C. 443 BC)

SOPHOCLES
(497 - 406 BC)

HERODOTUS
(C. 484 - 425 BC)

HIPPOCRATES
(C. 460 BC - C. 370 BC)

THUCYDIDES
(C. 460 BC - C. 400 BC)

ISOCRATES
(436 - 338 BC)

XENOPHON
(C. 430 BC - C. 354 BC)

ISAEUS
(C. 420 - 350 BC)

PLATO
(424 - 348 BC)

DEMOSTHENES
(384 - 322 BC)

THEOPHRASTUS
(C. 371 BC - C. 287 BC)

POLYBIUS
(C. 200 BC - C. 118 BC)

SALLUST
(86 BC - C. 35 BC)

DIODORUS SICULUS
(C. 90 BC - C. 30 BC)

DIONYSIUS OF 
HALICARNASSUS

(C. 60 BC - C. 7 BC)

LIVY
(64/59 BC - AD 17)

STRABO
(64 BC - C. AD 24)

MARCUS VELLEIUS 
PATERCULUS

(C. 19 BC - C. AD 31)

QUINTUS CURTIUS 
RUFUS

(MID - LATE 1ST CENTURY 

ONASANDER
(1ST CENTURY AD)

PLUTARCH
(C. AD 46 - AD 120)

PHILO
(C. 25 BC - C. AD 50)

JOSEPHUS
(AD 37 - C. AD 100)

MARK
GOSPEL

(MID 1ST CENTURY AD)

LUKE
GOSPEL

(MID 1ST CENTURY AD)

JOHN
GOSPEL

(MID 1ST CENTURY AD)

PAUL
EPISTLES 

(MID - LATE 1ST CENTURY AD)
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10:416 16:5* 12:3 13:4

13 14 11:4 12 16

12 13 12:2 10

8:1.5 9 9 8 9

15 7 8 8

9 7

2.5:2 1.3 1.5:.3 1.3

CENTURIES TO 
EARLIEST SUBSTANTIAL 
EXTANT MANUSCRIPT

CENTURIES TO 
EARLIEST EXTANT 
FRAGMENT

2

13*

1

11

9*

3

3

27

30

41

48

SALLUST

HOMER

PINDAR

SOPHOCLES

HERODOTUS

ISOCRATES

THEOPHRASTUS

MARK

LUKE

JOHN

PAULINE EPISTLES

MEASURING EXTANT TEXTS 
WITHIN 500 YEARS OF THE 
AUTOGRAPHS
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*  ESTIMATE ASSUMES ALL UNDATED PAPYRI AND FRAGMENTS ARE FIRST AND SECOND CENTURY.

MEASURING CENTURIES FROM THE AUTOGRAPHS TO EXTANT COPIES

AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD AT SALTYSCRIPT.COM.
SOURCES: WIKIPEDIA, 
HTTP://WWW.TERTULLIAN.ORG/RPEARSE/MANUSCRIPTS/GREEK_CLASSICS.HTM

RESEARCH: @GOSPELRESOLUTE
DESIGN: @JEREMIAHLANGNER
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